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1915 



THE ADVOCATE OF PEACE. 



Brief Peace Notes. 

... It is with great gratification that we have learned 
that it is not the purpose of the officials of the Panama- 
California Exposition to allow any representation of a 
naval battle between Japan and America. The authori- 
ties of this exposition, which is to be held at San Diego, 
Cal., write that there will be nothing exhibited there 
which will in any possible way arouse the war spirit. 
They hope that the reports to that effect which have been 
circulated will be corrected. 

... On December 18 a meeting was held in New 
York city of a committee of citizens formed to protest 
against an increase of armament at this time. Among 
those who issued the call for the meeting were Bishop 
David H. Greer, Nicholas Murray Butler, George Poster 
Peabody, Hamilton Holt, Dr. Chas. B. Jefferson, and Dr. 
William P. Merrill. L. Hollingsworth Wood is secre- 
tary of the committee, with headquarters at 43 Cedar 
street, New York. In the letter sent out to invite at- 
tendance at the conference it was said that : 

"There has been presented to the United States an unex- 
ampled opportunity for constructive moral and political 
leadership in the work of the world. In order to take ad- 
vantage of this opportunity it is not only necessary to 
maintain our strict neutrality and to preserve relations of 
friendship and confidence with each one of the belligerent 
powers, but it is also necessary to refrain from policies 
which will arouse in their minds or in the minds of our 
own people the fear that we have reason to protect our- 
selves against attacks from any of them. We prefer that 
our nation should be the first moral power in the world 
rather than that it should rank high on the roll of military 
and naval powers." 

. . . The Washington (D. C.) committee on the cele- 
bration of the Centenary of Peace early in December 
issued a call to the clergy of the District to unite with 
the clergy throughout the United States in holding on 
Christmas eve religious services in commemoration of 
the centenary of the signing of the Treaty of Ghent, and 
"in thanksgiving for the century of peace, and in prayer 
to Almighty God that the European war may be brought 
to a speedy close." 

. . . Dr. John Mez, President of the International 
Federation of Students, a distinguished young German 
scholar, is in this country, having escaped the war. 
During the last two months of 1913 he lectured in Eng- 
land and Scotland. In the spring he accompanied Dr. 
David Starr Jordan through the Balkans. During the 
summer he translated into German Norman Angell's 
"Arms and Industry." He also organized and presided 
over the Corda Fratres Congress in Munich, attended 
the Norman Angel 1 Summer School, and represented 
the German Peace Society at the meeting of the Berne 
Bureau, held at Brussels, July 29. After escaping into 
Holland he helped the Dutch peace propagandists in 
their efforts to establish a peace bureau at The Hague. 
While this project failed, an anti-war council was con- 
stituted, which has sent forth some interesting proposals 
"On Behalf of the Coming Peace." Dr. Mez is improv- 
ing his time while in America to promote the cause of 
international peace. 

. . . Samuel Gompers, president of the American Fed • 
eration of Labor, speaking of the agitation for increased 



armaments in this country at the present time, said in 
a recent interview: "The Gardner proposition is all 
wrong. Especially is it wrong at this time, for, whether 
or not it is calculated to do so, its effect will be to agi- 
tate for war. Instead of doing anything now that 
savors of militarism, our country ought to be thinking 
of peace, and doing everything possible to bring about 
and maintain peace by seeking to establish political 
institutions that in the future will control government 
on a peace basis and make war impossible." 

. . . There are many committees and organizations 
being formed in the neutral countries to promote a right 
settlement after the war. A small committee in Hol- 
land, called "The European Federation Committee," has 
been organized with the primary object of publishing a 
series of pamphlets setting forth the possibility and the 
desirability of creating a federation of states, with an 
international police. The first of these brochures is by 
Nico Van Suchtelen and is entitled "The Only Solu- 
tion — a European Federation." Dr. Van Suchtelen is 
secretary of the committee and may be addressed at 
Blaricum, Netherlands. 



Field Department Notes. 

SOUTH ATLANTIC STATES DEPARTMENT. 

The interest in the world's peace has deepened and 
broadened and become more general within the past few 
months. The terrible object-lesson in Europe showing 
what war really is makes an appeal which cannot be 
stifled by all the militarism of the world. But by no 
class is this appeal being more quickly responded to than 
by the women of the land. At least it is so in the 
South. 

In two special ways has this increased interest been 
witnessed in Atlanta. The city itself has more than 
one hundred different organizations of women, not in- 
cluding the church societies. These organizations have 
become thoroughly aroused respecting their opportunity 
and responsibility in the cause of the world's peace. 
Dr. Hall has been busy meeting with committees from 
these bodies and planning with them for an aggressive 
campaign, which will be kept up until every church, 
every school, every woman's club shall have its own 
peace committee doing a distinctive work for universal 
peace. 

From November 10 to 19 the W. C. T. IT. held its 
Fourteenth National Convention in the city of Atlanta. 
As is well known, this great body of earnest Christian 
women is one of the foremost in the land for the world's 
peace. In one of its sessions it had a great pageantry 
for peace ; its entire membership was represented ; ban- 
ners from every State bore the inscription of peace; elo- 
quent pleas were made in behalf of peace. The Director 
had the pleasure of speaking to this great assembly, and 
was glad to meet with Mrs. Hannah J. Bailey, who for 
vears has been the efficient superintendent of the peace 
department of this splendid organization. The help 
given this convention bv one of the peace society mem- 
bers, W. S. Witham, will long be remembered. 

In the December issue of The Advocate of Peace at- 
tention was called to a movement for the formation of an 
Atlanta Peace Society. On Friday, November 27, at the 



